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By TERESA AKERSTEN
of The Montclair Times

‘When Pearla  Vanessa
Rodriguez Domi
was 2

yemold.shewasmunlybm:ed
1n a house fire. Without medical
attention, webs of scar tissue
formed in her arm, leaving her
without movement in her wrist or
elbow,

-Thanks to two doctors based in
Montclair, and a program called
Healing the Children, Dominguez,
now 7, will regain the function of
her left arm.

well enough to return home.

The doctors have volunteered
their services to Healing the Chil-
gr&:fs Midlantic ter hf:; se‘d::

years, mostly
tims and children with constriction
bands that cut off circulation and
cause severe on.

CDVINTG 1 W (" ()
‘__j 1 ﬂ |‘\' U U n L U

ez of the |

MM

WWW. MONTCLAIRTIMES.COM

LOOKING, AND FEELING. GOOD: Dr. Valerie J. Ablaza of The .
Plastic Surgery Group in Montclair examines the progress of
a patient who came to her through Healing the Chlidren.

“If we didn’t do the work that Rosen, that in the Unit-
we are doing with these kids, they ed States, most people have access
would never have it done)” said to the kinds of treatment and med-

for the basic living
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ical care that Healing the Children
participants need and lack in their
countries.

In the case of Dominguez,
Rosen said, “Two hours changed
her life”

Bach January, the doctors

| receive photographs and biogra-

phies of children who qualify for
the program. They agree to take
on one or two cases they feel they
can handle.

In the spring, the children are
flown to the United States by
Healing the Children, which
arranges for medical screening based
and matches them with doctors
and host families.

In the case of Dominguez, Pas-
saic Beth Israel Regional Medical
Center in Passaic donated the
anesthesia and waived the medical
ﬁeeitnmnaﬂydmgnsmmomto
use its facilities.

Dominguez’s host family is

Jbased in New York.

Host families are responsible
ing costs of the
child they take in, as well as trans-
porting the child to medical

appointments and picking up
medications at the pharmacy.
the Children either reim-
burses the families for the medica-
tion or sets up an account with a
pharmacy i d:lxl:g their aﬁ. %
Depen on case, the
child might need a home for any-
where from a month to a year.
“We try to match the child with
the - bu:griou do have to be
very d Denise Malsky,
a staff member of Healing the
Children’s Midlantic Chapter.
M said the chapter, which is

Kimelon,helps&ﬂto?S

"It’s very rewudmg
ﬂife?edlﬂdragdchanceatabetter

As a doctor, Ablaza agrees:
“Once they start coming here, they
are like our kids”

For more information on Heal-
ing the Children, visit wuw.heal-
ingthechildren.org. To learn more

about out how to become a host |

family, call the local chapter at
(973) 838-7114.




